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Upper Clark Fork River Basin Steering Committee 
Meeting Summary 

March 21, 2006 
 
Introductions 
Gerald Mueller and members of the Upper Clark Fork River Basin Steering Committee (Steering 
Committee) introduced themselves.   Those in attendance included: 
   
 Members  Group/Organization Represented 
Bob Benson Clark Fork Coalition 
Holly Franz PPL Montana LLC  
Jim Dinsmore Granite Conservation District 
Vladimir Babich ARCO 
Doug Martin NRDP 
Jules Waber Powell County 
 
 Staff 
Mike McLane DNRC 
Gerald Mueller Facilitator 
 
Agenda 
$ Review of the February 7, 2006 Meeting Summary 
$ Tribute Idea for Eugene Manley  
$ Basin Water Supply Update 
$ Adjudication Survey  
$ Post-Adjudication Paper 
$ Report on the DNRC Surface and Ground Water Interaction Task Force  
$ Clark Fork Coalition Deer Lodge Valley Meeting 
$ Discussion of Steering Committee Membership  
$ Public Comment 
 
February 7, 2006 Meeting Summary 
The Steering Committee made no changes to the meeting summary. 
 
Tribute Idea for Eugene Manley  
The Steering Committee discussed ideas for paying tribute to Eugene who passed away unexpectedly 
last month.  One idea was to seek to rename the East Fork Dam, which is owned by the state, after 
Eugene.  However, not all in the local community favor such a change, so this idea was dropped.  It 
was pointed out that Eugene is the third Steering Committee member who has died, the other two 
being Ole Ueland, an original member, and John Vanisko who represented the Deer Lodge 
Conservation District for several years.  The Steering Committee will continue to consider ideas for 
honoring these three people. 
 
Upper Clark Fork River Basin Water Supply Update 
Mike McLane presented a power point presentation summarizing the current basin water supply 
using NRCS Climate Center data.  Excerpts of his presentation is contained in Appendix 1 below.  
As of March 1, 2006, basin-wide the Mountain snow pack is near average.  Snow water content is 
96% of average and over twice the amount of a year ago.  Since October 1, 2005, the mountain 



 
precipitation is about 94% of average and over four times that of last year.  Again, as of March 1 
stream flows are forecast to be in the 78 - 94% range, assuming average precipitation from March 
through July.  Streams are currently flowing near minimum values for the 1971 through 2000 period.  
These low flows are probably due to the drought in recent years. 
 
Adjudication Survey  
Gerald Mueller reported that he has mailed surveys and copies of the post-adjudication paper to 183 
addresses in the Flint Creek and Blackfoot sub-basins.  So far 14 surveys have been returned, and 
nine letters where returned as undeliverable.  Public meetings will be held in Philipsburg and 
Ovando, respectively, the next two nights.  The post-adjudication paper was included with the survey 
at the advice of leaders of the Blackfoot Challenge.  Mr. Mueller previewed a power point 
presentation about the survey and the post-adjudication paper, and Steering Committee members 
commented on it.  Mr. Mueller will revise the presentation based on the comments. 
 
Post-Adjudication Paper 
Mike McLane recently hosted a conference call including Colleen Coyle, a water master with the Water 
Court, Dorothy Bradley, a clerk to Gallatin County district court judges, Peter Marchi, the head water 
commissioner on the Musselshell River, Walter Sales, and Gallatin County water user, and Gerald 
Mueller.  The people on the call had read the paper and were concerned that somehow it recommends 
centralizing water management.  Apparently, in the Gallatin area, mediation has been successful in 
resolving water disputes so that changes to the water right enforcement mechanisms are not viewed as 
necessary.  Mr. Marchi also reported success in administering the Musselshell mainstem decree using 
five water commissioners including a head commissioner.  Water administration in the Musselshell has 
occurred for four years, and many of the initial problems including the method of assessing costs are 
being worked out.  Mr. Marchi liked the idea of designating district water judges who work only on 
water issues.  Ms. Bradley agreed to write something in response to the Steering Committee paper.  Also, 
the group on the conference call agreed to meet with the Steering Committee in Helena in April to 
discuss the paper. 
 
DNRC Surface and Ground Water Interaction Work Group 
Mike McLane reported on the progress of the Surface/Ground Water Work Group since the Steering 
Committee’s February 7 meeting.  The Work Group has focused on three areas:  
$ Exempt rights/subdivisions; 
$ Augmentation concepts; and 
$ Amendments to existing basin closures 
 
Of these three areas, no agreement was reached regarding changes to the 35 gpm/10 acre-ft/year 
exemption.  Regarding augmentation, the Work Group is considering, but has not yet reached 
agreement about, whether to require augmentation to mitigate adverse impacts on the stream or to 
senior water rights.  The language in the existing upper Clark Fork closure, requires the latter, 
adverse impacts on senior water rights.  The Work Group has agreed to recommend striking 
references to “immediately and directly” or “substantially and directly connected” from existing 
basin closures in favor of augmentation plans and a hydrologic report on the nature of the surface and 
ground water connection.  In this regard, the Work Group is building on the concepts in the current 
upper Clark Fork Closure.  The Work Group may continue in some form to address the exempt 
rights/subdivision issue.   
 
Clark Fork Coalition Deer Lodge Valley Meeting 
Bob Benson reported that the Clark Fork Coalition in cooperation with the Clark Fork River 
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Technical Assistance Committee and the Watershed Restoration Coalition will be convening 
meetings tonight and tomorrow night in Deer Lodge.  These meetings are a follow-up to the meeting 
conducted in November 2004 and will be the first of six strategic planning sessions to reaffirm or 
revise the vision developed at the November 2004 meeting and begin planning and implementing 
specific strategies to meet that vision.  Mr. Benson encouraged Steering Committee members to 
attend and stated that he will attend the meetings and will report to the Steering Committee about 
them at its April meeting. 
 
Steering Committee Membership  
Gerald Mueller noted that the Steering Committee now has two vacancies due to deaths.  As 
mentioned above, Eugene Manley and John Vanisko have died.  Eugene represented Gallatin County 
and John the Deer Lodge Conservation District.  Nate Hall has replaced Steve Fry as Avista’s 
Steering Committee representative.  Mr. Mueller also noted that meeting attendance has decreased in 
recent months.  Also, since 1991, several organizations including the Blackfoot Challenge, the Tri-
State Implementation Council, the Clark Fork River Technical Assistance Committee, the Upper 
Clark Fork River Basin Remediation and Restoration Education Advisory Council, the Water 
Restoration Coalition, and the Flint Creek Dam Advisory Committee  have formed and are involved 
with water related work in the upper Clark Fork River basin.  The Granite Conservation District is 
proceeding to create a Flint Creek Watershed Committee.  As noted in the previous agenda topic, the 
Clark Fork Coalition has an ambitious project underway to help the people in the upper Clark Fork 
agree on a vision for their area and steps to carry out that vision. The Clark Fork Task Force is also 
addressing water management issues in the entire Clark Fork basin.  Mr. Mueller stated that even 
with all of these groups, the work that the Steering Committee has done and continues to do related 
to water policy and, particularly, policy related to water rights is unique.  The Steering Committee 
also has a continuing statutory mandate.  However, given all of the activities of the aforementioned 
organizations, the Steering Committee should carefully consider whether it wishes to continue. 
 
After a discussion, the Steering Committee members present concluded that the Steering Committee 
should continue.  It should consider expanding its role out of the water quantity/policy niche. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, April 19, 2006 in Helena.  The agenda will include: 
$ An update on the adjudication survey; 
$ A discussion of Jon Sesso’s ideas that was postponed from today’s meeting; 
$ A discussion about the post-adjudication paper with representatives of the Musselshell and 

Gallatin basins; 
$ Report on the Clark Fork Coalition Deer Lodge meeting; and  
$ Report on the status of upper Clark Fork water story. 

 
March 21, 2006 Upper Clark Fork River Basin Steering Committee Meeting Summary    Page 3 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


